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[bookmark: _GoBack]Just recently, Governor Greg Abbott vetoed 50 bills that were passed during a regular legislative session. He offered a few explanations for the vetoes. For example, he explained that some bills are unnecessary while others are too costly and burdensome to the government. The following is a description of the three bills he vetoed.  
(a) House Bill 1284
House Bill 1284 is a bill that was passed by the Eighty-Fifth Texas Legislature. The governor vetoed this bill because he had vetoed a previous bill that was similar to it in 2015. One of the major reasons for vetoing the bill was because the governor deemed it unnecessary and could increase government expenditure and, therefore, burdensome. House Bill 1284 was designed to regulate responsibilities of the journeyman linemen. As a matter of fact, some of the regulations added on the bill were reinstatement of the previous requirements, which are available in existing bills that were passed in law. Unless there is a plausible reason for enacting new regulations and requirements such as safety codes, I tend to agree with the governor the bill is not a priority. 
(b) Senate Bill SB: 790
Gov. Abbott vetoed this bill because according to him there was an existing committee that was expected to expire on September, 2017. He decided to veto the bill because it was unnecessary as it was just extending the expiry date. According to him, the committee set forth had fulfilled its statutory responsibility after the women’s health programs at HHSC were successfully consolidated under the Health Texas Women’s Program, which launched in July of 2016 (Office of the Texas Governor, 2017). While the governor argues that the bill is unnecessary because the programs were consolidated, I tend to disagree with him. Such programs are necessary in the improvement of women’s health and, thus, require legislative support as well as financial support in order to keep the good work the programs have been doing in terms of women’s health. 
(c) HB 61
Gov. Abbott explained that he vetoed this bill simply because he had signed into law House Bill 22 that was focused on reforming public schools accountability system to provide additional transparency on school performance. He also argued that House Bill 61 was based on the existing accountability system hence rendering Bill No. 61 unnecessary (Office of the Texas Governor, 2017). If it is true a previous bill was passed into law, I tend to agree with the governor there is no need for another bill that is created to serve the same purpose. 
Signing an additional bill would mean putting in place additional public resources for accomplishing its objectives. Government expenditure should be prioritized on things that matters the most. The government should also try to cut budget to ensure that it does not burdensome as this could have some direct impact on citizens. A huge government budget could lead to imposition of high taxes. To meet the budget, citizens would be required to pay high taxes and this could be burdensome to them as well.  
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